
Four 4’s Activity 

Description 
This	activity	has	students	find	every	number	between	1	and	20	using	only	four	4’s	and	
any	operation.	
	

Prep Work 
None.	
	

Instructions 
Have	students	find	every	number	between	1	and	20	using	only	four	4’s	and	any	
operation.	

o Pre Activity 
Write	the	numbers	between	1	and	20	on	the	white	board	with	space	between	them	for	
students	solutions.	

o Activity 
Students	look	for	ways	to	find	the	numbers	between	1	and	20	and	then	put	their	solution	
any	time	they	find	one.	The	more	solutions	the	class	find	for	each	number	the	better.	

o Post Activity 
Talk	with	the	class	about	the	order	of	operations	and	different	operations	they	already	
know.		
	

Time Required 
20-50	min	you	set	the	limit.	If	they	do	not	get	them	all	in	class	have	them	bring	answers	
the	next	day.	
	
	


